
 
 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 13, 2009  10:30 A.M. 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

The presence of the Lord "in your midst" in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for 

singing. The nearness of the Lord in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. 

The coming of one "more powerful" than John, even with his winnowing fork in his hand, is 

good news--and cause for exultation--for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for 

the third Sunday of Advent.  
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To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshipping with us. 

We have a nursery available and it is open from 8:15 – 11:30 a.m. Please use the 

garden entrance (on Addison); the nursery is right inside the door. If  you or your 

child need a break from the service, feel free to walk  to the narthex/back of the 

church. 

 

Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before the liturgy begins. 

* – those who are able may stand 

Bold – all 

This bulletin is available in large print  

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE W. A. Mozart 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Almighty God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

and against our sisters and brothers. 

Our words and deeds have not proclaimed 

your reign of justice and truth. 

We have failed to watch and pray 

for the signs of your advent among us. 

Forgive our sin, 

and come quickly to save us. 

Amen. 

 

  

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 

Face the cross as it enters; you may bow as the cross passes, honoring the mystery of our 

salvation. 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Following an invitation, silence is kept for reflection. 

The ringing of the meditation bowl calls us to silence, centering and reflection as we 

prepare for the liturgy. 
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*HYMN – Come Now, Prince of Peace - Stanza 1 

 
Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 

Music: OSOSO, Geonyong Lee, b. 1947 

Text & Music © Geonyong Lee.  Used by permission. 

*BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

* GATHERING HYMN  – Come Now, Prince of Peace - Stanzas 2-4 (Music above) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 

  

The presiding minister bows toward the assembly which is the body of Christ and the 

primary symbol of God’s presence in the liturgy. 
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WORD  

FIRST READING:  Zephaniah 3:14–20 
The prophet Zephaniah's message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, 

which comes from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. 

Judgment has led to repentance, and God's salvation is at hand. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

CANTICLE:  Isaiah 12:2-6  

The refrain is sung by the cantor and repeated by the assembly.  Verses are sung alternating 

between the cantor and the assembly. 

Refrain:   

 
Tone: 

 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not 
|
 be afraid, 

 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, 

 and has become 
|
 my salvation. 

With joy you 
|
 will draw water 

 from the wells 
|
 of salvation.  

Refrain 

And you will say in that day: 

Give thanks to the LORD, call 
|
 on God’s name; 

 make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; 

 proclaim that this name 
|
 is exalted. 

Sing praises to the LORD, who has done 
|
 gloriously; 

 let this be known in 
|
 all the earth. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, O 
|
 royal Zion, 

 for great in your midst is the Holy 
|
 One of Israel.   

Refrain 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:4–7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges 

his friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns, with the hope they 

will experience God's joy and peace. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand to welcome the gospel and turn to face the book as the gospel is read in the midst of 

the assembly. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  John Ferguson 

Sung by the cantor then repeated by the assembly. 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

All flesh shall see the salvation of God. (Luke 3:4, 6) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

*GOSPEL:  Luke 3:7–18 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one "who is coming." John teaches that preparation for 

God's reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical 

generosity, and vocational integrity. 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.  

 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

(sung as above) – Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

SERMON  - To Do List 

SILENCE 

HYMN OF THE DAY – #241 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

As the gospel is announced you may trace a small cross on your forehead, lips and breast, a 

prayer that the Word may dwell in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts. 
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Assembly response: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

…let us pray. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

*PEACE 

 The peace of  Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 

The assembly is invited to share God’s peace with one another saying, “Peace be 

with you,” or similar words. 

 

 

MEAL  
GATHERING OF GIFTS AND SETTING THE TABLE 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN – Come, Lord Jesus 

 
Text: traditional table prayer, adapt. Susan Briehl 

Music: TALLIS’ CANNON, Thomas Tallis 

Text © 1996 Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # 26481 

  

Guests are invited to fill out the yellow slip and place it in the offering plate. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

The following acclamations are sung during the thanksgiving. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

 

 

*COMMUNION 

*LAMB OF GOD  

 

As a sign of openness to the divine presence, you may join the presider in praying the Our 

Father with the ancient gesture of extended hands. 
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Be seated.  

 

COMMUNION MUSIC – And Patiently have I waited Camille Saint-Saëns 

Patiently have I waited for the Lord, and lo! He heard my cry.  (Text from Psalm 40:1) 

*PRAYER 

 

 

SENDING  
*BLESSING 

 

*SENDING HYMN – #260 The King Shall Come 

*SENDING 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be God. 

POSTLUDE – Postlude on Truro Charles Callahan 

(“Lift up your heads, you mighty gates”) 

 

ANOINTING WITH OIL will be available at the back of the church 

during the distribution of communion. Those desiring to be anointed with 

oil as a sign of God’s healing presence may walk to the back of the 

church before or after communing. If you would like the pastor to offer a 

prayer for a specific need you make mention of that. 

Turn to face the cross as it recesses. 

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Others may come forward for a blessing. 

Communion will be by continuous line, and the bread will be placed in your hand (gluten-

free wafers available from the pastor). The first (silver) chalice on each side is a common 

cup for drinking. The second chalice is for intinction (dipping the bread into the wine). 

Reception of the eucharist under one kind (bread or wine) is valid communion for those who 

must avoid either for health reasons. 
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Text and music for the liturgy is reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # 26481. 

Psalm refrain and Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

May be reproduced by permission for local use only. 
 

SERVING TODAY  

     PRESIDING MINISTER: Pr. Craig M. Mueller 

     MINISTER OF MUSIC: David R. Brackley  

     ANNOINTING MINISTER: Pr. Michelle L. Miller 

     ASSISTING MINISTER: Ann Sanders 

     CRUCIFER: Ken Duckmann 

     COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Ruth Allin, Marji Shannon, and Travis Paul 

     VIOLIN: Rachel Chapman 

     VIOLA:  Greg Zinkl 

     CANTOR: Richard Tribble 

     READERS: Patrice Macken and Chris Drayer 

     MEDITATION BELL: Judy Mayer 

     USHERS: Jon Skogen, Ron Bogan, and Belle Craig 

     GREETER: Kristi Herrald 

     SACRISTAN: Andrew Walter 

     ALTAR PREPARATION: Julie Sevig 

     NURSERY ASSISTANT: James Perez 

     COFFEE HOSPITALITY:  Sarah Coddington and Beth Stewart 
 

 

Advent wreath greens this week are sponsored by Beth and Craig Morris 

in honor of their second wedding anniversary. 

 

 

PARISH NOTES  
TODAY WE WELCOME the following new members to our community of faith: 

Bruce Beal, Chelsea Bergdahl and Justin Carlson, Megan Eicchorn, Jeanette 

Zabel, Megan Etheridge and Sean Etheridge (associate member). Please greet 

them following worship and note that their pictures and profiles are on bulletin 

boards near the church office and in the narthex. 

EAT, DRINK, READ 

You might be reading this and looking to see what exciting and interesting book 

we are reading for the month of December.  Well, December is the month when 

schedules are especially busy and time is shorter so we figure, why not take a 

month off from reading and just eat and drink?  So come join us on Monday, 

December 14 at 6:30pm for a stress free evening of yummy food and drinks at 

Fernando’s Mexican Restaurant 3450 N. Lincoln Chicago, 60657 (food and drink 

is at your own cost).  Course if some of you want to read ahead for January’s book 

group selection, we will be reading “A long way gone: Memoirs of a boy soldier” 

by Ishmael Beah.  Happy Holidays and have a blessed Advent! 
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LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION: A Day for Prayer, Confession and Action 

for Climate Justice 

Lutheran World Federation (LWF) General Secretary Rev. Dr Ishmael Noko has 

called on states participating in the United Nations Climate Change Conference 

in Copenhagen, Denmark, to reach a fair, equitable and legally-binding agreement 

to succeed the Kyoto Protocol, in order to achieve the target of a 40 percent 

reduction of developed country CO2 emissions by 2020. 

Delegations from 192 countries at the 7 to 18 December conference in the Danish 

capital have the task of elaborating a follow-up agreement to the Kyoto Protocol, 

which expires at the end of 2012. An official LWF delegation is attending the 

meeting, composed of members of LWF governing bodies and member 

churches, and staff from LWF Department for World Service (DWS) programs 

in India, Mauritania and Tanzania, and the LWF secretariat in Geneva. 

Lutheran World Federation churches around the world are invited to observe 

today, 13 December 2009, as a  day for prayer, confession and action on the issue 

of climate change." Lutherans in many countries join churches throughout 

Denmark this Sunday in ringing bells or taking other symbolic actions in 

solidarity for climate justice.   

 

FLOWER SPONSORS NEEDED FOR THE NEW YEAR!  See the flower signup 

sheet at the back of the church and write a check to Holy Trinity for $32 with 

“flowers” in the memo line or give through our online giving found at our website. 

NEXT BAPTISM DATE: January 10, 2010. See information brochure in 

the narthex. 

NEXT NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION DATES:  January 31, April 

18, 2010. More info at our website: www.holytrinitychicago.org 

 

 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE  
December 13 (Today) @ 4:00 p.m. – Advent Lessons and Carols 

December 16 (Wed) @ 7:00 p.m. – The O Antiphons 

December 20 (Sun) *Fourth Sunday in Advent* 

 @ 8:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 

 @ 9:20 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

 @ 9:30 a.m. – Sunday Forum: Christmas in the Bible: Take 

Another Look – Joel Cruz 

 @ 9:30 a.m. – Sunday School 

 @ 10:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist  

 

Sunday Forum Event – Christmas in the Bible: Take Another Look – Joel Cruz 

You think you know the Christmas stories, the annunciation to Mary, the humble 

birth, the shepherds and angels but, just like Jesus in the manger, there is so much 

more than meets the eye. We invite you to read the Christmas stories from the 

Gospel of Luke afresh as Joel Cruz leads the Adult Forums on December 13 and 

20 and perhaps find a few more reasons to celebrate the season!  

http://www.holytrinitychicago.org/
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ADVENT AT HOLY TRINITY   
SUNDAYS IN ADVENT 

8:30 a.m. Eucharist 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Forum 

     Dec. 13 and 20 - The Infancy Narratives 

10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and Blessing of the Advent Wreath 

WEDNESDAYS IN ADVENT 

Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

*** NO WEDNESDAY service on December 23 *** 

 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR ADVENT 

Sunday, December 13, 4:00 p.m. 

Second annual service of anthems, hymns, carols and scriptures led by The Holy 

Trinity Choir. Join the Holy Trinity community to deepen your observance of 

Advent and preparation for Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES, Thursday, December 24 

4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Eucharist (especially for families with young children) 

10:30 p.m. The Christ Mass (Festival Eucharist) 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES DURING ADVENT 

#1 – Gift Bags for the Lakeview Shelter (North Side Housing and Supportive 

Services). Holy Trinity provides meals once a month to the shelter which is 

housed at Lakeview Lutheran, east of Wrigley Field. Choose any or all of 

these items and bring to Holy Trinity by Sunday, December 13: 

One Day Bus Passes 

Food Certificates (restaurant or grocery store) 

Socks, Underwear, Hats, Gloves 

Soap Dishes 

Toothbrush/holder 

Nail clippers 

Hand Warmers 

#2 – Food for the Lakeview Pantry (most needed items: peanut butter, jelly, 

canned tuna, juice, canned meats, canned soups/stews, canned fruit, canned 

beans/chili). 

#3 – Donations to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal (click on “Donate Now” on 

our website or checks may be written to Holy Trinity) 

  

December 16 - The O Antiphons (service of prayer and song; 

the O Antiphons are the basis of the beloved hymn, "O Come, 

O Come, Emmanuel." Music by the St. Cecilia Consort, 

recorder ensemble). 
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COMMEMORATIONS 

Sunday, December 13 - Lucy, martyr, died 304 

Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions under 

Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden and 

Norway, perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally fell 

on the shortest day of the year. 

Monday, December 14 - John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591 

John was a member of the Carmelite monastic order, and worked to reform it. His 

writings reflect a deep interest in mystical thought and meditation. 

Wednesday, December 16 - Las Posadas (LLC) 

This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from the "posadas," or 

lodgings, sought by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their search is reenacted in a 

neighborhood, unsuccessfully, until finally they are welcomed in, and a party 

commences. 

Sunday, December 20 - Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 

1552 

Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a nun, but around 

age twenty-four she and several other nuns who were influenced by the writings of 

Martin Luther left the convent. Six children were born to Katie and Martin. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26481. 
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A FESTIVAL 
of  

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
for  

ADVENT 
 

 

 

 

 

The Third Sunday in Advent 

December 13, 2009  
4:00 pm 

 
 
 

The Holy Trinity Choir 
with String Quartet  

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
1218 W. Addison Street  ~  Chicago, Illinois 

773-248-1233 
www.holytrinitychicago.org  

 
Freewill Offering  
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SPONSOR 

POINSETTIAS AND 

GREENS 

 

 

Sponsor the greens and poinsettias that will decorate our church at 

Christmas in honor or in memory of a friend or relative.  Please make a 

check or envelope earmarked Christmas Greens in the amount of:   

  G $20.00,    G$30.00,    or  G$50.00. 

Donations can also be made online at our website (holytrinitychicago.org), just 

click on “Donate Now”. 

 

In Memory of     

 

   

 

   

  

In Honor of    

 

   

 

   

 

In Thanksgiving for    

 

   

 

   

 

 

Donor’s name    

 

All donations must be received by December 20, 2009 
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Welcome to Holy Trinity! Wherever you are in your spiritual life and/or in your 

process of being comfortable in church or finding a church home, you are 

welcome here! 

PARKING is available at McDonald’s, Clark and Addison, on Sunday mornings 

when you are unable to find street parking. Please use the spaces in the 

southwest corner (near Addison and the alley). Pick up a permit at the back of 

Holy Trinity that you can keep in your car. Please do not use the lot on days of 

Cubs home games or you will be towed. (383 neighborhood parking permits 

are only needed from 6 pm – 6 am.) 

Podcast of last week’s sermon is available on our website. 

Interested in membership? We would be delighted to have you join our 

community of faith in worship and ministry. New member orientation 

sessions are held throughout the year. Watch the bulletin or see our website 

for more information. 

Silence. In addition to words and music our liturgy has several periods of silence. 

The resonance of the meditation bell calls us to a time of reflection and 

centering. 

 Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. 

Adults or children not communing may come forward for a blessing. 

The Spiritual Life Center has offices at Holy Trinity, offering counseling and 

spiritual direction. Brochures are available at the back of the church. 

 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Craig M. Mueller, Pastor 
Michelle L. Miller, Associate Pastor 

David R. Brackley, Minister of Music 

Joshua R. Judd-Herzfeldt, Administrator 

1218 West Addison Street, Chicago 60613 

(773) 248-1233 

E-Mail: office@htchicago.org 

Pr. Craig Mueller E-Mail: cmueller@htchicago.org 

Pr. Michelle Miller E-Mail: mmiller@htchicago.org 

Web Page: www.holytrinitychicago.org 

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.; 

Wed., 1 – 8 p.m.; Sun., 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.holytrinitychicago.org/

